The shoelace method in congenital aplasia of the scalp and skull.
Aplasia cutis congenita (ACC) is an uncommon skin disorder characterised by the absence of some or all layers of the skin. It may involve any part of the body, but is most common in the scalp. Some scalp lesions are associated with a defect of the underlying skull or even dura. Small superficial lesions heal spontaneously. Options available for larger defects and those involving the skull include conservative management, skin grafts, composite grafts, local scalp or pericranial flaps, and free microvascular transplants. This case report presents a delayed primary closure of a scalp and skull defect with the shoelace method and a temporary skin graft. The method is simple, gives an excellent cosmetic result, and can be used in moderately sized defects, where a direct suture is not possible.